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Check us out at: 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/SoonerOffRoad 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/sooneroffroad 

 
Email us at: 

sooneroffroad@ou.edu 
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Team Letter 
 
Dear Future Sponsor,  
 
Sooner Off-Road would like to thank you for your time in reading this email and for taking time to 
consider sponsoring us. Sooner Off-Road is an entirely student-run organization at the University of 
Oklahoma that allows students to participate in the BAJA SAE competition series. Baja SAE is an 
international collegiate engineering society where university students raise funds, design, and build an 
off-road style race vehicle, and compete against more than 100 international universities in a series of 
dynamic challenges. Our close-knit team consists of undergraduate and graduate students from multiple 
disciplines who learn how to apply the engineering principles learned in class by creating an exceptional 
off-road vehicle each year. 
 
We are asking you to consider sponsoring us in whatever manner you can. As an entirely student-run 
organization, we must fundraise our entire project. We seek sponsors, such as yourself to assist us 
financially, with equipment, and with materials to construct our vehicle, either through donations or 
discounts.  
 
Reasons to consider sponsoring us: 

• Sooner Off-Road is an organization which provides opportunities unlike anything which will be 
learned in any other academic manner. You have the opportunity to be a part of that. 

• All donations are tax deductible as Sooner Off Road’s funding lies in the OU Foundation, a 
501(c)(3). 

• Donating provides the unique opportunity to get to know future engineers and increases your 
likelihood of hiring experienced engineers from our team. 

• Sooner Off-Road team members become engineers at a wide variety of companies around the 
United States and the world. Often in their careers, they will return to companies for equipment 
and tooling that they have had experience with in the past. 

• There are many advertising opportunities available through our team. 
• Sooner Off-Road participates in community outreach in addition to our commitment to our 

competition. 
 
With your support, the University of Oklahoma and Sooner Off-Road can continue to produce top 
graduates who are closely linked to the industry. Included in this email is a document with further details 
and reasons why we would appreciate your sponsorship, along with pictures of our team. 
 
We are proud to represent Sooner Off-Road and hope you will support our efforts. We look forward to 
collaborating with you to continue learning and improving our vehicles! 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration and we hope to get to work with you. 
 
Cordially, 
Sooner Off-Road 
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STEM Opportunities 
 
Sooner Off-Road started as a team in 2010 with only a few participating students.  Since then, it has grown 
to 30-40 students each year. These students volunteer hundreds of hours to the team and have unique 
opportunities to learn skills through hands-on experience. 
 

  

 
  
 
All the components we make for the car are designed in 3D modeling programs. The parts are then made 
by the students, in house, using specialized machinery such as computer numerical controlled (CNC) 
milling machines and lathes, CNC plasma cutters, 3D printers, and various other equipment and machines. 
Sooner Off-Road gives students the chance to gain experience with modern materials, such as carbon fiber 
composites. Students then test drive the vehicle using advanced sensors, allowing them to verify their 
design theories. Having experience in these processes makes our members valuable assets in industry.  

 

 

Students manufacturing components for the vehicle on the CNC 
mill, including custom gearbox and suspension components. 

Students laying up custom carbon fiber body 
panels 
 

Students welding the vehicle’s custom frame 
together. 
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Meet the Team 
Below, you can get to know some of members of the team. Sooner Off-Road is proud to have received the 
Donna Shirley award, an award that recognizes competition teams for their diversity during the 2018-
2019 year. 

Ben Basden, Co-Captain 
Mechanical Engineering – Junior – Needville, Texas 
Role and Emphasis: Lead welder for the team, in charge of administration tasks 
and team organization, as well as participating in a multi-semester off-road 
suspension research project. 
 
 

Matthew Llano, Co-Captain 
Mechanical Engineering – Junior – Katy, Texas 
Role and Emphasis: Lead team manufacturer, focused on educating other 
members of the team on manufacturing process and heavy manufacturing 
consideration in design of vehicle. Responsible for coordinating entirety of vehicle 
components. 
 
 
 
 
 

Advika Kamatar, Secretary and Treasurer 
Biomedical Engineering – Junior – Bloomington, Illinois 
Role and Emphasis: Administrator and accountant for the team, as well as general 
leadership figure. Responsible for many administrative tasks and organization of 
the group. Team backup welder. 
 
 
 
 

Ryan Kerezman, Suspension Co-Lead 
Mechanical Engineering – Senior – Arlington, Texas 
Role and Emphasis: Designing and manufacturing suspension components for the 
vehicle, which must withstand applicable forces from terrain, transmit power 
from the drivetrain efficiently, and remain safely stable over rough terrain. Also 
participating in undergraduate research over suspension shock design and 
relevant material analysis. 
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Competition 
 

Baja SAE is a real-world market challenge where university teams design, fabricate and race their off-road 
vehicles. The vehicles must be able to quickly navigate the roughest terrain while economically competing 
in the consumer market. More than 100 teams present vehicle designs for full scale production to a 
fictitious firm. The events grade vehicle design, total cost, marketability, and performance. This real-world 
project challenges students to allocate funds, design, and manufacture an off-road vehicle while 
simultaneously excelling in their rigorous university curriculum. 
 

 

 

 

Competition events 
Competition is divided into two categories: static events and dynamic events. Static events consist of Cost 
Report, Sales Presentation, and Design Presentation. Dynamic events include Acceleration, Hill Climb, 
Suspension and Traction, Maneuverability, and Endurance.  

• Cost Report- This event is completed prior to competition to record the cost of the vehicle. It gives 
students the opportunity to understand the financial aspect of designing a vehicle for production. 

• Sales Presentation- Two students present to a panel of judges in a manner much like the TV show 
“Shark Tank.” They present the vehicle as a model for full scale production and sales to consumers. 
This public speaking event often stretches students beyond their regular experiences in 
engineering. 

• Design Presentation- The team presents for 20 minutes to a group of professional engineers on 
the design of the vehicle and the engineering processes used throughout its creation.  

• Acceleration- This event is completed by driving the vehicle in a straight line for 100 feet to test its 
acceleration.  

• Hill Climb- The vehicle is driven up a sharp incline to test its torque and ability to maintain 
traction. 

• Suspension and Traction- The vehicle is driven through a course that requires the vehicle to 
handle well over rough terrain and prevent the vehicle from breaking. 

• Maneuverability- The vehicle is driven through a course consisting of sharp turns that tests the 
vehicles ability to maneuver through a tight course. 

Students presenting to judges for design 
review. 
 

2019 competition vehicle after a muddy race. 
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• Endurance- This is the main event that the vehicle is designed for. A 4-hour wheel-to-wheel race 
with 100 cars on the track. The track is designed to break vehicles. Teams try to complete as many 
laps as possible during the 4 hours. 

Our Success 
In the May 2019 competition, our team was able to increase our overall placement at the competition by 
20 places from the 2018 competition year. Through our extensive preparation, we were able to place in 
the top 15 out of 100 teams in two of the events. As a result of extensive research and testing throughout 
the year, the team was able to gain a much better understanding of multiple subsystems, such as 
powertrain, steering, and brakes. Due to this increased knowledge, the team was able to perform at a 
higher, more competitive level, doubling the score of the previous year’s car in the Design Presentation 
portion of the competition. Looking forward, the team wants to maintain steady progress by using 
improved engineering software and data acquisition, which will allow the team to make a more soundly 
engineered vehicle. 

Community Outreach 
 
Our team volunteers at local elementary schools in Norman, Oklahoma teaching an afterschool STEM 
program. This past year, our team members taught the students basic principles of engineering and flight 
to design and build their very own airplanes. In previous years, the team has helped students to construct 
projects such as a gravity car, in which, the children learned about friction, gravity and velocity, and applied 
these concepts to build the best gravity car they could. Our team also participates in a state-wide event 
called The Big Event in which over 6000 students go out and complete service projects in their surrounding 
communities.  
 

 
  

  
Students teaching elementary students 
how to build a gravity car 
 

Volunteering at a local assisted living community 
during the 2019 Big Event 
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Sponsor Benefits 
 

Tax Deduction 
All donations are tax deductible as Sooner Off Road’s funding lies in the OU Foundation, a 501(c)(3).  

Team Member Connections 
As a team, Sooner Off-Road equips students with the skills and experience to make them the most 
successful students of the engineering college. Sooner Off-Road team members often have some of the most 
recognized internships across the country during their undergraduate careers, and following graduation, 
team members look to work for companies they are familiar with. Your sponsorship puts you in a unique 
position to build relationships with students from the team, in turn connecting them to your business and 
allowing you to hire some of the most experienced interns and knowledgeable young professionals in the 
field.  

Future Company Connections 
Following graduation these Off-Road members begin working at companies across the country and around 
the world. At these companies, team members will be looking to purchase tools, equipment, and materials 
from companies that they are familiar with. Your donations allow the students to get hands on experience 
with your company, leading the engineers to return to your company for products and services in their 
future careers. In addition to producing team members who are passionate about engineering in their work 
lives, Off-Road often ignites a passion in the blood of our team members that many never stop pursuing. 
Many go on to complete their own projects similar to the Sooner Off-Road vehicle, and when they do, the 
students return to the companies they are familiar with to help them complete their projects. Your tools or 
equipment will be in the forefront of team members’ minds for any future engineering ventures they may 
pursue. 
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Sponsor Advertising Levels 
 

 

Platinum 

($5,000+ or equivalent in products or services) 
• Prominent logo on team shirt 
• Large sized logo on race vehicle 
• Feature on social media outlets (Facebook and Instagram) 
• Signed team photo 
• Recognition at annual vehicle unveiling event 

 

Gold 

($1,000-$4,999 or equivalent in products or services) 
• Logo on team shirt 
• Medium sized logo on race vehicle 
• Feature on social media outlets (Facebook and Instagram) 
• Team photo 
• Recognition at annual vehicle unveiling event 

 

Silver  

($500-$999 or equivalent in products or services)       
• Small sized logo on race vehicle 
• Recognition at annual vehicle unveiling event 

 

Bronze 
($100-$499 or equivalent in products or services) 

• Small sized logo on team trailer 
• Recognition at annual vehicle unveiling event 
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